
PARK PREHISTORY Colorado, including Rocky
Mountain National Park, has
been the home to prehistoric
Indians since at least 12,000
years ago at the end of the last
Ice Age of the Pleistocene era.

All Native Americans, i.e.,
American Indians, are the
descendents of people who
originally occupied eastern Asia
(China/Siberia).  Sometime
before 12,000 years ago, the first
migrations took place from
Siberia over the Bering Land
Bridge and then through Alaska
and Canada to the “lower 48”.

Throughout prehistoric and early
historic times, seasonal use by
hunters and gatherers was the
predominate life-style in the Park
because of the harsh winters.
Archeological sites in the Park
reflect cultural relationships to
both the Plains and the Great
Basin, as well as indigenous
peoples.

The earliest people identified by
archeologists in North America
are known as the Paleo-Indians
who hunted extinct big game
such the woolly mammoth
(Clovis culture) and a giant bison
(Folsom culture).  Although most
Paleo-Indian sites in the region
are concentrated in the Plains,
projectile points, i.e.,
“arrowheads”, reflecting Clovis
(ca. 9,500 to 8,500 B.C.) and
Folsom occupations (ca. 8,500 to
7,000 B.C.) have been collected
from the Park indicating the
presence of these peoples.

The Paleo-Indian period is
followed by the Archaic period.
Archaic peoples were
generalized hunters of modern
fauna, and gatherers of plant
foods.  They occupied the entire
state from about 7,000 B.C. until
about A.D. 100.  Several Archaic
sites are known in the Park.
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