School Yard Taxonomy 101

Mevw that students hove 0 basic under-
standing of bow a key warks, ket them
experrnant with craatirg a vany simpls
plant key, Tal them they are going 1o start
working on a key 1o the frees and other
plonts around e school. Divide them into
tecrms of three ar four, Tel them they will
dlo rough drofts of thelr keys i their field
journcls, then fransfer thelr indl copies
onto large sheets of paper.

You sheuld assign each team to a specific
araa in the schodl yard, but be sure there
is &1 warighy of plonts with which etch team
canwork.  After shuchying the plants within
thair areas, the studants will decides how to
clossify and idendify each plant. Remind
studants 1o usa their obsarvation skills and
their senses. Thay will first name lange
groups of plants that share commmion
choractenstics. Then they wil go through
the process of dividing eoch of thass
growes info subgroups, avenfually getling

down fo the identification of
plart types, Thay should skatch
the charazteristics of

sach group bafae [] student field jounals
it is subdhidad. In .

this way, thay wil [ 1 Pencils

credte o h

draft of mﬂﬂ [] Butcher poper or ol
identifico: ends of newspint
fion key,

For exarmple, students
rright have two Classiti-
cations or catagories for -

trees: “Trees whose
leawes fal off Inowindar” and “evergraan

frees.” Tren, within each classfication, ey
sheteh the trees’ identifying charocternishics,
When the students hawe finkshed their rough
drafts, chack themn to make sure they
understand the assignmeant. Once back
irside, givae each team a large shest of
butcher paper.  Let them dicnw and color
their keys and display them on a wall,




